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Weight -Distance
Tax dead; Interim
Study Probable

Fuel tax of 12
cents proposed
and DIES

After a wait of
three hours, the
Senate Taxation

Committee finally
heard Senator Bob
Coffin's bill to
institute a weight -
distance tax of 12
cents/mile (SB 368).
Sen. Coffin surprised
everyone by
amending his bill and
removing the

weight -distance tax
in favor of an interim
study and, instead,
asking for a hike of
12 cents a gallon on
"special” fuels used
by truckers. The hike
would be effective on
Oct. 1, 2009. No fuel
tax was proposed for
other vehicles.

Where in the World is this Truck?

The hike in the
taxes was supported
by the Associated
General Contractors.

Opposition, even
to the amendment,
was heavy. Carole
Villardo of the
Nevada Taxpayers
Association (NTA)
said this was too
much too fast. She
said the NTA felt all
such taxes should be
phased in, but at this
time in the economy,
this would not be
supported.

Continued on Page 12

You can find trucks in every country across the glob

4 ing the essential goods that we use everyday. Can
what country this truck is in?

Answer on page 14.
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Senator Michael A. (Mike) Schneider (D

Page 2

-Clark 11)

Chairman of the Senate Energy, Infrastructure and Transportation Committee

He loves Las Vegas. He was
born in Nebraska, moved to
Las Vegas at the age of 17,
and calls it
He grew up in Southern
Nevada at a time when it
was almost a small town.

He watched it grow and
caught the excitement of
Aanything is

hi

p o

Schneider attended
UNLV and majored in Hotel
Administration with a minor
in Journalism. He even
worked briefly at the Las
Vegas Sun, which is one
reason he was so upset
when a story, with
significant facts omitted,
appeared in the Sun.

The story implied that
Schneider would profit if his
dream, a light rail system in
Las Vegas, became a
reality. Schneider owns
some land near one of the
proposed rail stops. What
was omitted from the story
is that the land is dedicated
to a HUD housing
development for senior
citizens.

AThe | ocation
away from a medical facility
and par k,

reached with the rail

system. Any shopping would
probably take place at a
small shopping center,

which is also not accessible
with the proposed ralil

system. This project is not
enhanced one bit by the
propfsecdorad system, ang o .
must comply with all the
regulations that accompany

a HUD project. | will NOT
earn one dime more from
the rail
emsphasizea. ! o

Though he originally
started working in hotels,
when a recession hit in the
198006s, Schnei
real estate license and has
become one of
most successful real estate

developer/brokers. His of fered. I f the

hardheaded business there, the bill dies. But

acumen hides a sensitive Schneider works hard to

and compassionate side. ensure the purpose of a

Mention his wife Candy or proposed law is met.

his 66 50 son Andrew and hi s

eyes | ight up. He()QIaV"an_t _each

long - time supporter of the to be comfortable with his i

Chil drenobs HospraherVOFe' I_O

Nevada Foundation and on force legislati
he said.

the guest list of almost
every charitable event in
Clark County.

Schneider first ran for
the Assembly in 1992. He

system

i wanizd td helpvedbechtiong k s
an issue for which he still

wh i c h fights. dolycd Wa@othousee

ran his campaign, and has
run every campaign since,
including his move to the

Senate in
Senator Joyce Woodhouse.)

The Senator has had
no problems being a first -
time Committee Chairman.
Years of administering
various businesses and
boards have developed his
leadership skills. His style
re emthle that of the late
Chief Justice Earl Warren.
He makes certain that each
member of the Committee
is happy with proposed
legislation before bringing it
d eprfor gwote. Infsome

cases, various members
L enay oppase ahdl do matter
how many compromises are

By the way, if you
want to buy him a meal,
Schnei der 6s f
Italian.

1996.
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Assemblyman Kelvin Atkinson (D -LV)

Chairman of the Assembly Transportation Committee

I f youdre bor
new formula for asphalt
roads, just wait. Kelvin

Atkinson will come up with a

Al want ed t o maredandthegoy of his
bl ack wuniver si t {fe daughterkaley,svasn

explained, AnandbobohaereHabdbs wor
black universities on the County since 1991, where
West Coast. o his compassion has served

) him, and citizens well.
He was doing well,

when, in his Junior Year, he In 2002, wishing to do

N . was noftified that his father, more to help people,
Heos witty and. . nané' . .

e d a?rlﬁnlgaraet}torg A had t Atkinson decided to run for
been murdered 'by aJormer the Assembly. He was the
client. Atkinson was underdog. Former
devastated. He returned to Assemblyman Bob Price was
Los Angeles to be with his running for re -election. But
grandparents. his humor and creativity

quip that will have everyone
laughing.

nWe | i ke t
this committee. Heck, we
need to laugh in this

o

commi ttee. But
that lessens the seriousness

of what we do here. We
have a huge roads deficit
and infrastructure needs.
This committee has to find
some answer s,
solemnly.

A quick wit and
mental agility have served
Atkinson well over the
years. At age 10 he fell in
love with Los Angeles and
persuaded his parents to let
him move from Chicago to
live with his grandparents in
L.A. A few years later, his
parents followed. Following
graduation, he chose to
attend Howard University in
Washington, D.C.

0

prevailed. (That and his
shoe leather. He walked and
talked his entire district.)

| girr\]dinq it difficult to
pu?tHe death berf']ind him,
Atkinson moved to Las

egas..He found som If you want a quick
\;yvg)gp E t Li)ﬁ { n? i f e Jessentin antisticdaydut; get
seem to be coming together an invitation
for him. One day he hit rock office. His positioning and
bottom. arrangements of

photographs and artwork is

Nl was br oke e n L
. closé t gerfektin e did it
Wassaud. and | H?Lﬁi%e‘%%ei ahol!

know which way to turn. |

scraped together a couple of His dream? A subway.
hundred dollars, and as
though | was in a dream, |
went to a casino, gambled ) _
the money and won enough quicker and right now we

to pay my rent and get a could bund_ it. In a few _
new start.o He Eeé“ﬁ’ the igfrastrygtyrg il
know, some people might e su_ch that _|t will be ql-
start to gamble after that, most impossible. But right
but | knew this was my now, we could
second chance. oconcluded.

iltdéds the Db
to our crowded

Atkinson went on to
finish college with a degree
in Political Science, he
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Office Manager Specialdazmat Training ltems

Hazmat Drivers: Training for
Safe Transport, 2nd - DVD

A fresh approach to providing

your drivers with DOT-required
hew-hire and refresher hazmat
training. 335-DVD-R-8

Hazardous Materials Incident
CameraKit - In Pouch

materials incident. 783-Ré . $2 0 .
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Hazmat Security Awareness DVD

[
=

Helps you meet the security
awareness training requirements of
HM-323.131-DVDé. $295.

—~
e VR ——

Emergency Response Guidebook

o

Hel ps satisfy DOT
| that hazardous materials shipments
be accompanied by emergency response information.

14-ORS-8 1-5..$3.49ea, 6-11..$3.45ea, 12-24..$3.3%¢ea

Includes everything drivers need to report a hazardous
67

Higher quantity price breaks available

Call (775) 673-6111 and place your order today !

Most of you have probably
heard about the deadly

reso
f orn

crash of a
bus i n Cali
Nevada. Although
investigations are not yet
complete, the cause of the
accident appears to be
driver fatigue.

Please read the following
article on driver fatigue. Too

Joeds Safety Tip
“often, we think almedesotransportaion,
alert than we r buatbollitle peogres€has

df iah been made because the
Lessons Learned from High- ¢ tion requires a

way Crashes Fatigue Continuggngamental change in

to be a Serious Safety Problemanits and culture," said

for Motor Carriers, NTSB NTSB Acting Chairman Mark
Warns V. Rosenker. "It's time to
realize that combating
fatigue is a shared
responsibility of

government, industry, and

employees." ,

Recent motor carrier
accidents investigated by
the National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB)
EohtPiie totiftevért | e
bpRratsr fatylie®s d nhjor
safety risk prompting the
agency's Acting Chairman to
again call for action.

"The facts are clear,"
he said. "Operator fatigue is
one of the most widespread
safety issues in the
transportation industry, and
presents an unnecessary

"The government has _ _ _
risk to the traveling public.

spent millions of federal

me nt

dollars researching this
insidious human condition in

Often a company's culture
or policies can produce an
(Continued on pasgla
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(Continued from pdpe

environment where fatigue
is considered to be just part
of the job."

"Motor carrier
operators need to be aware
that limited sleep can
degrade alertness,
vigilance, and judgment;
mar performance, and
impair information
processing,” he said. "It can
also increase reaction time,
and elevate the probability
of errors."

Last year, the NTSB
determined the probable
cause of the collision of an
overturned truck -tractor
semitrailer and a
motorcoach in which the
driver and four passengers
were killed and 35
passengers were injured.
The accident report
uncovered numerous safety
deficiencies including driver
fatigue.

The accident
happened just before 2 a.m.
on October 16, 2005, when
atruck -tractor semitrailer
travelingon 1 -94 near
Osseo, Wisconsin, departed
the right -hand lane and
traveled along the earthen
sloped roadside before
re - entering the highway,

where it overturned. It
came to rest on its side and
blocked both westbound
lanes. About a minute later,
a chartered 55 -passenger
motorcoach, carrying
members of a high school
band and traveling at
highway speeds, crashed
into the underside of the
overturned truck. The
motorcoach driver and four
passengers were killed, and
35 passengers received
from minor to serious
injuries.

In its final report on
the accident, the NTSB said
the driver of the truck -
tractor semitrailer was
fatigued and had fallen
asleep at the wheel because
he had not used his off  -duty
time to obtain sufficient
sleep to safely operate the
vehicle. The truck driver
was asleep at the time of
the accident because of the
reduced quantity of his
sleep; the reduced quality
of his sleep due to alcohol
consumption the previous
night; and the circadian
desynchronization he
experienced from operating
the truck in the early
morning hours, when the
body is predisposed to
sleep . As a result of the
accident, the NTSB is urging
the Federal Motor Carrier

Safety Administration to
develop and implement a
plan to deploy technologies
to reduce fatigue -related
accidents and to continually
assess the effectiveness of
the fatigue management
plans implemented by
motor carriers, including
their ability to improve
sleep and alertness,
mitigate performance
errors, and prevent inci-
dents and accidents.

Fatigue was also cited
in the NTSB's investigation
of a 2004 accident. About
noon, on July 16, 2004,
near Chelsea, Michigan, a
tractor towing a semitrailer
was part of a slow moving
traffic queue on 1 -94; the
tractor -semitrailer
combination was behind a
station wagon approaching
an overpass. At the same
time, another tractor towing
a semitrailer was traveling
behind the queue on1 -94,
approaching the overpass at
a witness -estimated speed
of 60 mph. The driver of the
second truck applied the
brakes and swerved to the
right almost immediately
before his truck collided
with the semitrailer of the

(Continued on p&Yy




first truck. The left front of
the second truck struck the
right rear of the first truck's
semitrailer, compressing the
second truck's cab about 6
feet to the rear, trapping
and killing the second
driver. The impact propelled
the first tractor  -semitrailer
into the station wagon in
front of it.

During the
Investigation, the NTSB
found that the accident
driver, the driver of the
second truck, had driven
almost 14 cumulative hours
during the 19.75 -hour
on-duty period, nearly 3
hours beyond the time
permitted by Federal
regulations.

The NTSB said the
probable cause was the
accident driver's failure to
stop upon encountering
traffic congestion in a
temporary traffic control
zone, likely because of a
reduced state of alertness
associated with failure to
obtain adequate rest.
Contributing to the accident
were the operator's
insufficient regard for and
oversight of driver
compliance with Federal
commercial motor vehicle
hours -of-service
regulations, which

endangered the safety of its
drivers and the traveling
public.

Fatigue is not a new
issue for the NTSB. It has
been an issue of great
concern for more than a
quarter of a century. The
NTSB has investigated over
50 fatigue -related accidents
in all modes of
transportation and has
addressed this problem
through accident
investigations, safety
studies, and safety
recommendations. In 1995,
the NTSB co -sponsored,
with the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration, a
symposium on fatigue
countermeasures.

Since 1972, the NTSB
has made 115
recommendations on
fatigue, addressing rest
periods, scheduling
practices, fatigue awareness
training, and hours of
service, to the
U.S. Department of
Transportation and modal
agencies, transportation
operators, associations, and
unions. Operator fatigue has
been on the NTSB's Most
Wanted List of
Transportation Safety
Improvements since the
list's inception in 1990.

Page 6

NTSB investigations
have shown that steps can
be taken to prevent fatigue -
related accidents.

« Employees can each take

responsibility to adjust

their personal schedules
and allow for 8 hours of
continuous sleep,
preferably at night.

Employers can establish

schedules that provide

employees with enough
off -duty time to allow
them to obtain 8 hours of
sleep, and avoid
schedules that result in
irregular or unpredictable
work -rest cycles.

o Both employees and
employers can learn
more about the risks
posed by sleep disorders,
the indicators and
symptoms of such
disorders, and the
available means of
detecting and treating
them.

The full accident reports can
be found on the NTSB
website:

www.ntsb.gov

=
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Chief Chris Perry, Nevada Highway Patrol

Paul Enos, CEO, NMTA was
driving down 395 to Carson
City, when he saw a familiar
face on the side of the road. It
was NHP Chi ef |
changing

What kind of public
official stops to change a

strangerds tire?

AnThe Highway
dedicated to public safety and
service with professionalism

di scovered it

It was then he took the
test for Trooper and was hired.
He found his niche. As he up
through the ranks in the
Highway Patrol, he took
extensive law enforcement
training including the U.S.
Department of Justice
Defensive Tactics Institute.

When he was promoted
to Sergeant, he was assigned

C ho the $ndidh Sprifgy Poét.
someoneods

tire!
AThi s
learn service. | was expected
to do everything for everyone.
It was like | was member of
ryon e o S
Igat r g
in any way compare Las Vegas
with Indian Springs. One is the

wher e

f a mi

and courtesy, 0 englt}éwnha”creChl ef

Perry. il expect
personnel , I coul
anything |l ess. o

Although he was born in
California,
moved to Las Vegas in 1971.
He attended high school, play-
ing football and soccer. He at-
tended UNLV earning a BS in

Geology.

Perr

wanted to
ng. 0 He

went down into the mines and

il

mi ni

yos f

a(I:compan}/mg challlenges U

Bgth experler&ces are valuable
not do .

and educational in their own

ways, 0 he said.

Perry %alulesythe
relatronshlp with the Nevada
Motor Transport Association.
AEi ghty percent
accidents with trucks are the
fault of the drivers in
automobiles or motorcycles.

tYsually they @it them off,

| a u g hoegeétting tiow tifecult it Is for

a big rig to slow down or stop

w a sintife. Anfl people meed to

tr
Tha

| earn about a
blind spots.
found the TACT program so
valuable, 0 Perry

The Ticketing
Aggressive Cars and Trucks
program targeted unsafe
driving near large trucks. The
program was kicked -offin
April and May of 2008 in Las
Vegas and Reno. Chief Perry
said a grant has come through
to fund the program again this

y year. (Fhera will bg more on
this yeards prog
newsletter.)

In 1923, the first
yN'evad\gt State I&ig%voa?/ ot
Patrolman was hired by the
Nevada Highway Department
under the supervision of the
Inspector of the Nevada State
Police. Together they would
travel throughout the state
collecting automobile
registration fees and enforcing
the laws of the highway.

Today is quite different.
A];1d one oFthose differences is
t he
Perry listens to his people.
When Scott Wiebke, a
commercial enforcement

ifGreen Proje

officer, came to him with an
idea, Chief Perry listened.

—
>
(%]
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Safety Assistance Program.

In addition to all their ==
responsibilities, the NHP is
watching out for the budget as
well as the air.

Wiebke explained that
when he and other commercial
officers were performing their
inspections of trucks along the
side of the road, their own
truck engines were idling.
Inspections can take up to an
hour for each truck. In that
time, he figured their vehicles
were burning about ¥ of a
gallon of fuel. He also figured
that the idling was putting
about 8 pounds of gases into
the atmosphere.

So Wiebke fitted a solar
panel to the top of his vehicle.
Hebés had in on for about six
months.

Now Chief Perry is

getting ready to outfit five DIESEL PRICE

vehicles in the Reno area as a

test group. The total cost for WATC H
those five? About $11,000,

and itdéds being funded through

the Federal Motor Carrier Average price e

gallon of Diesel (ULSD):

THE HAVAS LEASING CO., March 2009
CONSULTING SERVICES &
REAL ESTATE, INC.

2.221

775.323.0344
havaslease@aol.com

Rocky Mt. Avg. from Energy
Information Administration




